
Songs to Imitate

Gestures Songs

Grand ol’ Duke of York song
•	 Sit on the floor or chair
•	 Put your knees up and place your child on your 

knees
•	 Move your knees up and down to the lyrics of 

the song

Grand ol’ Duke of York song
The Grand ol’ Duke of York, he had ten thousand 
men, he marched them up to the top of the hill 
and then he marched them down again. And 
when they were up, they were up. And when they 
were down, they were down. And when they were 
only half-way up, they were neither up nor down.

The Itsy-Bitsy Spider
•	 Verse 1; Join the left index fingertip to right 

thumb tip and the right index fingertip to the 
left thumb tip. Keeping one fingertip and 
thumb tip touching swing the other pair up to 
touch each other again. Repeat this “climb-
ing” motion going “up the waterspout”

•	 Sprinkle fingers down for the second verse and 
make a sweeping motion for “washed the 
spider out”

•	 Make a big sunshine (circle with your arms) for 
the third verse.

•	 Make your climbing fingers for the final verse

The Itsy-Bitsy Spider
The itsy, bitsy spider climbed up the waterspout.
Down came the rain and washed the spider out.
Out came the sun and dried up all the rain.
So, the itsy, bitsy spider went up the spout again.

Where is Thumbkin
•	 Child & adult hold hands behind back and 

sings
•	 Brings one hand to front and sings
•	 Brings other hand to front and sings
•	 Wiggles first thumb and sings
•	 Wiggles second thumb and sings
•	 Moves first had back behind back and sings
•	 Moves second hand back behind back and 

sings

Where is Thumbkin
Where is Thumbkin?
Where is Thumbkin?
Here I am!
Here I am!
How are you today sir?
Very well I thank you!
Run AWAY!
Run AWAY!

Continue with:
Where is Pointer?
Where is Tallman?
Where is Ring Man?
Where is Pinkie?
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I’m Bringing Home a Baby Bumblebee
•	 One “Bringing home” – Cup your hands
•	 One “Ouch!” – Open your hands up
•	 One “Smashing up”/”Squishing up” – Use hands 

to imitate squishing something
•	 On “EWW!” – Stick tongue out as if disgusted
•	 On “Licking up” – Pretend to lick hands while 

trying to sing

I’m Bringing Home a Baby Bumblebee
I’m bringing home a baby bumblebee,
Won’t my mommy be so proud of me,
I’m bringing home a baby bumblee,
Ouch! He stung me!

I’m squishing up a baby bumblebee,
Won’t my mommy be so proud of me,
I’m squishing up a baby bumblebee,
Eww! He’s gooey!

I’m lickin’ up a baby bumblebee
Won’t my mommy be so proud of me
I’m lickin’ up my baby bumblebee 
Mmm! He’s yummy!

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
•	 Open and close fingers with each word, look 

up and tap head with a finger
•	 Reach up to the sky
•	 Make a diamond shape with your hands
•	 Open and close fingers with each word
•	 Look up and tap head with a finger

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How I wonder what you are.
Up above the world so high,
Like a diamond in the sky.
Twinkle, twinkle, little star
How I wonder what you are.

The Wheels on the Bus
•	 Roll your hands over each other
•	 Put your hands in front of you and swish like a 

windshield wiper
•	 Make  both hands into an ‘L’ shape and open 

and close them
•	 Push your hands down and pretend you are 

honking a horn
•	 Make your hands into a fist and pretend to 

rube them on your eyes
•	 Bring your index finger up to your mouth when 

saying “sss’sh, ssss”
•	 Roll your hands over each other

The Wheels on the Bus
The wheels on the bus go round and round, 
Round and round, round and round,
The wheels on the bus go round and round
All through the town.

The wipers on the bus go “Swish, swish, swish, swish, 
swish, swish,”
The wipers on the bus go “Swish, swish, swish”
All through the town.

The people on the bus go, “chat, chat, chat, chat, 
chat, chat, chat, chat, chat”
Thew people on the bus go, “chat, chat chat”
All through the town.

The horn on the bus goes, “beep, beep, beep, 
beep, beep, beep.”
The horn on the bus goes, “beep, beep, beep”
All through the town.

The baby on the bus goes “wah, wah wah! wah, 
wah wah! wah, wah, wah! 
 The baby on the bus goes “wah, wah, wah!”
All through the town.

The mummy on the bus goes “shh, shh, shh, shh, 
shh, shh, shh, shh, shh”
The mummy on the bus goes “shh, shh, shh”
All through the town.

The wheels on the bus go round and round
Round and round, round and round
The wheels on the bus go round and round
All through the town.


